[image: image1.png]Aspire

LEARN MORE. EARN MORE.





	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

For the President, All in a Day’s Work

	TEACHER NAME

Stephanie Schab
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]

Social Studies

	NRS EFL(s)

2 – 3 
	TIME FRAME
180 minutes

	Instruction 
	OBR ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R.2.2
R.3.2

	Text Types and Purposes
	W.2.1
W.3.1

W.2.2

W.3.2
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.2.1
S.3.1

S.3.2
S.3.3
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.2.4

R.3.5
R.2.3

R.3.3


	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.2.6

R.3.8
R.3.9

R.4.5
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.2.4
L.3.4



	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
· Students will be able to analyze the difficult decisions the President makes by engaging in an icebreaker gamer where students have to guess what person holds that job.
· Students will be able to analyze and understand how to approach and explore a primary source, by reading sections of Article 1 and Article 2 of the Constitution as a class and applying summarizing strategies to the exercise.
· Students will be able to match presidential responsibilities with the specific Executive Branch powers listed in the Constitution by participating in the reading of parts of the Constitution. 
· Students will be able to identify the federal agencies that handle a list of specific issues by matching the agencies with the issues.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS:
· Teacher observation of student discussion and participation.

· GIST summarizing strategy (WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, HOW) to summarize each paragraph

· Red-dot check of student activity worksheet I’ve Got the Power!
· Student writing assignment
· Active Participation Activity: Presidential Powers

· Student worksheet So Many Laws, So Little Time

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE:
· Foundational knowledge of US government – presidential powers. 



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
1. Begin with icebreaker activity.  
a. Split students into even groups.  

b. Take the worksheet titled The Coolest Job in the Country and write out one task per index card.  For example, on an index card, write “Lead weekly meetings where I ask the leaders of the government offices (called agencies” for their advice on how to handle the country’s most difficult problems.  

c. Each group should get all of the tasks written on separate note cards.  Everyone on the group gets a card.  

d. Tell the groups that students are to read their note card quietly and guess what person does this job.  Students should write an answer on the opposite side of the note card.  Have the students rotate the note cards around the group until everyone has written a job title on each card.  The teacher should walk around and see how the students are doing.

2. Display full document on document camera and talk to students about their answers.  Then share that all of these duties, are duties of the president.  

3. Share objectives with the students.

4. Distribute Play by the Rules reading

a. Ask for student volunteers and take section by section.  
b. Before moving on, offer an informal assessment to see how students understand what they are reading.  We did the GIST summarizing strategy (WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, HOW) to summarize each paragraph.  I then had students repeat an oral summary of each paragraph.
c. Throughout each section, isolate technical language and challenging vocabulary words (such as vests, pardon, concur, reprieves, etc).  Have dictionaries available or encourage students to use their phones to look up words.  

5. Student activity and assessment: I’ve Got the Power! 

a. Do number 1 together as a check.  Have a student read the statement, and give students a few minutes to find the correct answer.  Walk around and check work to see how students are doing.  
b. As you see number one done correctly, have the students move on.  As students finish, evaluate their work and offer suggestions on what they need to fix. An easy way to do this is the “red dot check.” As you review student answers, put a red dot (with a marker) next to the questions they answered incorrectly and give them a second chance to find the correct answer.
6. Student writing assignment: Ask students to write or type a 5-7 sentence paragraph about what the President is responsible for and where this information comes from.  
a. Explain that you are looking for a piece that flows and it is not simple sentences or copied from the reading.

b. Punctuation, style, word choice, mechanics in general should count.  
c. Collect student writing assignments for grading.
7. Students will now participate in a game (which can also serve as an assessment).  
a. Ask students to label a piece of paper 1-16.  Explain that you are going to read 16 short statements from the Active Participation Activity:  Presidential Powers  
b. Students are to write “yes” or “no” about each statement.

c. At the end of all 16 questions/statements review the correct answers as a class. 
8. Ending activity is the worksheet So Many Laws, So Little Time. This is meant to be challenging but to serve as a discussion and to help prepare students for the next lesson.  
a. Students should match the correct agency icon to the definition.  
b. Lead a discussion to see what agencies students are familiar with (because of news, social media, etc).  

	RESOURCES
For The President, All In A Day's Work. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/president-all-days-work
· Must register at https://www.icivics.org/ for access to resources. Registration is easy and access is free.  

Student copies of The Coolest Job in the Country! 
The Coolest Job in the Country! [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://cdn.icivics.org/sites/default/files/uploads/All%20in%20a%20Day's%20Work_2.pdf
Index cards

Computer

Projector, ability to project 

Student copies of Play By the Rules
The Coolest Job in the Country! [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://cdn.icivics.org/sites/default/files/uploads/All%20in%20a%20Day's%20Work_2.pdf
Dictionaries for student use

Highlighters

Student copies of I’ve Got the Power!

The Coolest Job in the Country! [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://cdn.icivics.org/sites/default/files/uploads/All%20in%20a%20Day's%20Work_2.pdf
Student copies of So Many Laws, So Little Time!
The Coolest Job in the Country! [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://cdn.icivics.org/sites/default/files/uploads/All%20in%20a%20Day's%20Work_2.pdf


	
	DIFFERENTIATION:  
· Allow students to work individually, in pairs, or small groups.

· Provide students with printed copies of handouts, readings, worksheets.

· Provide students with highlighters, dictionaries, overlays.



	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION
This was an amazing lesson.  The response I got from three different classes was wonderful.  I am looking forward to moving on to the next part next week.  I taught this lesson three times and the students were engaged and liked the activities.  


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Have FUN!!!
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